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■ The Attorney General orally informed me today that he had been, ~ 
.considering the request he made on July 16, 1063, tor a technical surveil- 
* lance on Martin Luther King at Ms home and office and was now of the 
•opinion that this would be ill advised. . - ^ 


At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a - 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the ’ " 

productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King ' - 4 " 

travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions ' 
should it ever become known the Government had instituted tills coverage. 

These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today • » 

JLn withdrawing his request. 0 ...... * 

With reference to the other technical sp-v eillance reo uested ^ - 

at the same time, namely, the one on |i?Kr j;n.D e B uijj amfnjjone^ . the 
Attorney- General felt this was in a different category and we should. go - 
forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 
ic writing by the Attorney General. . - __ . - kvv - TP* . 

The memorandum we Bent to the Attorney General sm 
. July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance pas bean 7/?' 
jretr ley ej3 and is attached. C ‘ ' 

' * V*. < * . - — * v " 

- ACTI6N TO BE TAKEN: ■ ■ • ' ’ v ^p pCp* " : T' 

v '.We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on _y.h- , , 
Ma'rtin Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern y f 
Christian .Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further reque 
from-the’ Attorney General. r v v;* f 'Vp.'d-Z 
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